October 13, 2015

Request for Proposals to Construct a Suicide Deterrent on
the Golden Gate Bridge
The Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District requests proposals from qualified
bidders to construct a suicide deterrent on the Golden Gate Bridge. The details of the RFP may
be found here: http://goldengate.org/district/district-projects/suicide-deterrent-net/projectdocuments/.
“This is an important and vital step in building the suicide deterrent,” says Chief Engineer Ewa
Bauer. “We have been in the planning and design phase of the project for several years, with a
lot of work happening behind the scenes. Today signals a change to the construction phase. We
are all eager to put this deterrent in place and diminish future tragedy from suicides on the
Golden Gate Bridge.”
The bid process will take several months to complete. Interested bidders must sign a nondisclosure agreement, submit identification for background checks, and tour the property with
District staff. After the pre-bid, information gathering time passes, the District will begin
accepting bids in January. The District will vet vendors based on several factors, including past
work experience, current staffing, compliance with DBE and other regulatory programs, cost. Per
state regulations, this construction project will be awarded to the qualified vendor with the
lowest bid. The bid will be awarded in the spring of 2016, following approvals of the selected
vendor by CalTrans, the Federal Highway Administration, and the Bridge District’s Board of
Directors.
The suicide deterrent design is a long, stainless steel net along the length of the Golden Gate
Bridge, on both sides. The cantilevered net will be located about 20 feet down from the Bridge
sidewalk, extending out 20 feet, with a slight upturn at the outside edge. The net is not soft, but
rather, will be made of very hard and durable metal. Anyone jumping into the net is likely to
experience the sort of significant injury expected from falling two stories onto a steel platform.
Since such nets have been installed in various locations over the past decade, they have been
very successful in preventing suicide attempts.
The steel net and its supports will be manufactured off-site. The public will begin to see
installation activity in late 2017. The contractor will install the net first along the east side of the
Golden Gate Bridge and then the west side. The project is expected to take three-and-a-half to
four years.

The Golden Gate Bridge suicide deterrent project is expected to cost at least $76 million, with
$22 million through federal Local Highway Bridge Program (HBP) funds programmed by
CalTrans, $27 million in federal Surface Transportation Program funds (STP) programmed by
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), $7 million of California State Mental
Service Health Act Funds (Proposition 63), and $20 million from Bridge District reserves.
Here are some renderings to show what the suicide deterrent will look like, from two vantage
points. Please cite Courtesy of the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District in
your use of these images.
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