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SCOPING MEETING POSTCARD 



October 30, 2018
5:30-7:00 PM
Whistlestop
930 Tamalpais Avenue
San Rafael, CA

30 de octubre de 2018
5:30-7:00 PM
Whistlestop
930 Tamalpais Avenue
San Rafael, CA

HELP SHAPE  
THE FUTURE  
OF THE SAN RAFAEL 
TRANSIT CENTER

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF DRAFT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) 
AND SCOPING MEETING 

AVISO DE PREPARACIÓN DEL BORRADOR 
DEL INFORME DE IMPACTO AMBIENTAL 
Y LA REUNIÓN DE ALCANCE

AYUDE A DAR FORMA 
AL FUTURO DEL CENTRO DE  
TRANSITO DE SAN RAFAEL



El puente Golden Gate y el Distrito de 
Transporte y Carreteras celebrarán una 
reunión de alcance público para reunir 
aportes y comentarios de las agencias 
públicas y la comunidad sobre el alcance 
del Borrador del Informe de Impacto  
Ambiental que se preparará para el 
Proyecto de Reemplazo del Centro de 
Tránsito San Rafael. Únase a nosotros para 
esta presentación de casa abierta.

El nuevo Centro de Tránsito creará una 

movilidad mejorada para los residentes y 
empleados de San Rafael y del Condado de 
Marin. También mejorará las conexiones de 
tránsito en todo Marin.

Se espera que el Aviso de Preparación 
del Borrador del Informe de Impacto  
Ambiental para el Proyecto de Reemplazo 
del Centro de Tránsito San Rafael publique 
el martes 16 de octubre y esté disponible 
para su revisión por un período de  
comentarios de 30 días. 

The Golden Gate Bridge Highway and 
Transportation District will hold a public 
scoping meeting to gather input and 
comments from public agencies and the 
community on the scope for the Draft  
Environmental Impact Report to be  
prepared for the San Rafael Transit Center 
Replacement Project. Join us for this open 
house format. 

The new Transit Center will create 

improved mobility for San Rafael and 
Marin County residents and employees. 
It will also improve transit connections 
throughout Marin. 

The Notice of Preparation of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report for the San 
Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project  
is expected to be released on Tuesday,  
October 16, and be available for review  
for a 30-day comment period. 

PUBLIC 
MEETING
10 30
PÚBLICA

UNA REUNIÓN

EL OCTUBRE 30

LEARN MORE AT GOLDENGATE.ORG/SRTC.

CONOZCA MÁS EN GOLDENGATE.ORG/SRTC.
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San Rafael, CA

30 de octubre de 2018
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San Rafael, CA
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The Golden Gate Bridge Highway and Transportation District will hold 
a public scoping meeting to gather input and comments from public 
agencies and the community on the scope for the Draft Environmental  
Impact Report to be prepared for the San Rafael Transit Center  
Replacement Project. Join us for this open house format. 

The new Transit Center will create improved mobility for San Rafael 
and Marin County residents and employees. It will also improve transit 
connections throughout Marin. 

The Notice of Preparation of the Draft Environmental Impact Report 
for the San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project is expected to 
be released on Tuesday, October 16, and be available for review for a  
30-day comment period. 

El puente Golden Gate y el Distrito de Transporte y Carreteras  
celebrarán una reunión de alcance público para reunir aportes y  
comentarios de las agencias públicas y la comunidad sobre el alcance 
del Borrador del Informe de Impacto Ambiental que se preparará para 
el Proyecto de Reemplazo del Centro de Tránsito San Rafael. Únase a 
nosotros para esta presentación de casa abierta.

El nuevo Centro de Tránsito creará una movilidad mejorada para  
los residentes y empleados de San Rafael y del Condado de Marin. 
También mejorará las conexiones de tránsito en todo Marin.

Se espera que el Aviso de Preparación del Borrador del Informe de  
Impacto Ambiental para el Proyecto de Reemplazo del Centro  
de Tránsito San Rafael se publique el martes 16 de octubre y esté  
disponible para su revisión por un período de comentarios de 30 días.

LEARN MORE AT GOLDENGATE.ORG/SRTC.

CONOZCA MÁS EN GOLDENGATE.ORG/SRTC.
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DE IMPACTO AMBIENTAL Y 
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STATE AGENCY COMMENTS 



State  of California  -  The Natural  Resources  Aqency
DEPARTMENT  OF FISH  AND  WILDLIFE
Bay Delta Region
2825 Cordelia  Road, Suite 100
Fairfield,  CA 94534
(707) 428-2002
www.wildlife.ca.qov

EDMUND  G. BROWN  JR.,  Governor

CHARLTON  H. BONHAM,  Director
lu*lii4

November  30, 2018

Mr. Raymond  A. Santiago

Golden  Gate  Bridge  Highway  and Transportation  District

1011 Anderson  Drive

San Rafael,  CA 94901-5318

Dear  Mr. Santiago:

Subject:  San Rafael  Transit  Center  Replacement  Project,  Notice  of Preparation  of a Draft

Environmental  Impact  Report,  SCH  #2018102042,  Marin  County

The  California  Department  of Fish  and  Wildlife  (CDFW)  reviewed  the Notice  of Preparation

(NOP)  of a draff  Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIR)  for  the San Rafael  Transit  Center

Replacement  Project  (Project)  located  in Marin  County.  CDFW  office  received  the  NOP  on

October  24, 2018.  On November  20, 2018,  the Golden  Gate  Bridge,  Highway  and

Transportation  District  (District)  provided  CDFW  an extension  to submit  comments  until

November  30, 2018.  '

CDFW  is a Trustee  Agency  with  responsibility  under  the California  Environmental  Quality  Act

(CEQA)  for  commenting  on projects  that  could  impact  fish,  plant,  and  wildlife  resources  [Pub.

Resources  Code,  § 21070;  CEQA  Guidelines  § 15386,  subd.  (a)]. CDFW  is also  considered  a

Responsible  Agency  if the project  would  require  discretionary  approval  pursuant  to the

California  Endangered  Species  Act  (CESA),  the  Native  Plant  Protection  Act,  or Fish  and Game

Code  section  1600  et. seq.  [Lake  and Streambed  Alteration  (LSA)],  or other  provisions  of the

Fish and  Game  Code  that  afford  protection  to the  state's  fish  and  wildlife  trust  resources.  CDFW

offers  the  following  guidance  as to the  scope  and content  of the  environmental  information  to be

included  in the EIR,  which  may  include  detail  about  significant  environmental  issues,  reasonable

alternatives,  and mitigation  measures  (CEQA  Guidelines,  §§ 15082  and 15375).

CDFW  offers  the  comments  and recommendations  below  to assist  the  District  in adequately

identifying  and/or  mitigating  the  Project's  significant,  or potentially  significant,  direct  and indirect

impacts  on fish  and  wildlife  (biological)  resources  associated  with  the  proposed  Project.

PROJECT  DESCRIPTION

The  Project  would  replace  the  existing  San Rafael  Transit  Center,  also  known  as the  C. Paul

Bettini  Transit  Center,  owned  by the District,  which  operates  Golden  Gate  Transit  regional  and

inter-county  bus transit  services.  The  transit  center  is located  in downtown  San Rafael  at the

intersection  of 3rd and Hetherton  Streets.  Due  to the southward  expansion  of the Sonoma-Marin

Area  Rail  Transit  (SMART)  transit  system,  and  the  construction  of two  sets  of tracks  through  the

middle  of  the  existing  transit  center,  the  transit  center  must  be relocated  to another  location  in

downtown  San  Rafael.

The  NOP  includes  a description  of five  preliminary  Project  alternatives  to be analyzed  in the

EIR. CDFW  recommends  that  the EIR identify  a preferred  alternative,  from  the preliminary

alternatives  evaluated  and  the No Project  alternative.

Conserv%) California's Wildlife Since 1870
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The EIR should  incorporate  a complete  Project  description,  including  reasonably  foreseeable
future  phases  of the Project,  that  contains  sufficient  information  to evaluate  and review  the
Project's  impact  to biological  resources  (CEQA  Guidelines,  §§ 15124  and 15378).  Please
include  a complete  description  of the Project  components  below:

*  Footprint  area  of permanent  features  and temporarily  impacted  areas,  such as staging
areas  and access  routes.

*  Plans  for  any proposed  buildings  or structures,  ground  disturbing  activities,  fencing,
paving,  stationary  machinery,  landscaping,'  and stormwater  systems.

*  Operational  features,  including  level of anticipated  human  presence  (describe  seasonal
or daily  peaks  in activity,  if relevant),  artificial  lighting/light  reflection,  noise,  traffic
generation,  and other  features.

*  Construction  schedule,  activities,  equipment  types  and crew  sizes.

Additionally,  the EIR should  specify  if CDFW  is anticipated  to be a Responsible  Agency  that is
expected  to use the EIR in its decision  making  for  the Project  [CEQA  Guidelines,  § 15124,  subd.

(dX1XA)].

ENVIRONMENT  AL  SETTING

The proposed  Project  is located  on the highly  developed  downtown  area of San Rafael.
However,  two of the preliminary  Project  alternatives  identified  in the NOP require  covering
portions  of Erwin  Creek  (a tributary  to San Rafael  Creek).  The EIR should  quantify  the linear
feet  of creek  that  would  be covered.

Sufficient  information  regarding  the environmental  setting  is necessary  to understand  the
Project's,  and its alternative's  (if applicable),  significant  impacts  on the environment  (CEQA
Guidelines,  §§ 15125  and 15360).  CDFW  recommends  that  the CEQA  document  prepared  for
the Project  provide  baseline  habitat  assessments  for  special-status  plant,  fish and wildlife
species  located  and potentially  located  within  the Project  area  and surrounding  lands,  including
all rare, threatened,  or endangered  species  (CEQA  Guidelines,  §15380).

Habitat  descriptions  and species  profiles  should  include  information  from multiple  sources:
aerial  imagery,  historical  and recent  survey  data, field  reconnaissance,  scientific  literature  and
reports,  and findings  from "positive  occurrence"  databases  such  as California  Natural  Diversity
Database  (CNDDB).  Based  on the data and information  from  the habitat  assessment,  the CEQA
document  can then  adequately  assess  which  special-status  species  are likely  to occur  in the
Project  vicinity.

CDFW  recommends  that  prior  to Project  implementation  surveys  be conducted  for  special-
status  species  with potential  to occur,  following  recommended  survey  protocols  if available.
Survey  and monitoring  protocols  and guidelines  are available  at:
https://www.wildlife.ca.qov/Conservation/Survey-Protocol.

Botanical  surveys  for  special-status  plant  species,  including  those  listed  by the California  Native
Plant  Society  (http://www.cnps.orq/cnps/rareplants/inventory/),  must  be conducted  during  the
blooming  period  for  all sensitive  plant  species  potentially  occurring  within  the Project  area  and
require  the identification  of reference  populations.  Please  refer  to CDFW  protocols  for  surveying
and evaluating  impacts  to rare plants  available  at: https://www.wildlife.ca.qov/Conservation/Plants.
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IMPACT  ANALYSIS  AND  MITIGATION  MEASURES

The  CEQA  Guidelines  section  15126.2  requires  that  the EIR  discuss  all direct  and indirect

impacts  (temporary  and  permanent')  that  may  occur  with  Project  implementation.  This  includes

evaluating  and describing  potential  impacts  such  as those  listed  below.

*  "Take"  of, and other  impacts  to, special-status  species.  For  example:

Injury  or mortality  to individuals,  or loss  or modification  of breeding,  sheltering,

dispersal,  and  foraging  habitat  including  vegetation  removal,  alteration  of soils  and

hydrology,  and removal  of habitat  structural  features  (e.g.  burrows,  snags,  roosts,

overhanging  banks).

Permanent  and  temporary  habitat  impacts  from  ground  disturbance  (quantified),

noise,  lighting,  reflection,  air pollution,  traffic  or human  presence.

*  Physical  barrier  impacts  to species  movement.

*  Degradation  or loss  of sensitive  natural  communities  and  aquatic  resources.

CEQA  applies  to significant  project-related  environmental  impacts,  including  cumulative
impacts.  Therefore,  a clearly  defined  threshold  by which  the  significance  of impacts  is measured

is necessary.  Appendix  G of the CEQA  Guidelines  identifies  significance  thresholds  for

biological  resources  impacts,  including  Mandatory  Findings  of Significance  if the Project  has the

potential  to substantially  reduce  the population  or restrict  the range  of rare,  threatened,  or

endangered  species,  among  other  impacts  (Pub.  Resources  Code,  §§ 21001,  subd.  (c) and

21 083;  CEQA  Guidelines,  §§ 15380,  15064,  and 15065).  These  thresholds  as generally

sufficiently  comprehensive  for  biological  resources;  however,  wetlands  impacts  should  also

include  wetlands  that  may  not  be protected  under  Section  404  of the Clean  Water  Act.

The  EIR  also  should  identify  reasonably  foreseeable  future  projects  in the Project  vicinity,

disclose  any  cumulative  impacts  associated  with  these  projects,  determine  the  significance  of

each  cumulative  impact,  and  assess  the  significance  of the Project's  contribution  to the impact

(CEQA  Guidelines,  §15355).  Although  a project's  impacts  may  be insignificant  individually,  its

contributions  to a cumulative  impact  may  be considerable;  a contribution  to a significant

cumulative  impact,  For example  a reduction  of available  habitat  for  a special-status  species,

should  be considered  cumulatively  considerable.

Based  on the  comprehensive  analysis  of  the  direct,  indirect,  and cumulative  impacts  of the

Project,  the  CEQA  Guidelines  sections  15021,  15063,  15071,  15126.2,  15126.4,  and 15370

direct  the  Lead  Agency  to consider  and  describe  all Feasible  mitigation  measures  to avoid

potentially  significant  impacts  identified  in the  EIR.  The  EIR  should  discuss  take  and impact

avoidance  and minimization  measures  for  special-status  species.  CDFW,  the u.s. Fish and

Wildlife  Service,  and the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  may  provide  technical  assistance  on

mitigation  measure  development,  as resources  are available.  Mitigation  measures  must  be

incorporated  as enforceable  project  conditions  to reduce  potential  impacts  to biological

resources  to less-than-significant  levels  or minimize  significant  impacts  as feasible.

Regulatory  Requirements

California  Endangered  Species  Act  and  Native  Plant  Protection  Act

Please  be advised  that  a CESA  Incidental  Take  Permit  (ITP)  must  be obtained  if the  Project

would  result  in "take"  of plants  or animals  listed  under  CESA  or the  Native  Plant  Protection  Act

(NPPA),  including  candidate  species,  either  during  construction  or over  the life of  the Project.

Issuance  of an ITP is subject  to CEQA  review  and  documentation.  The  CEQA  document  must
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specify  impacts,  mitigation  measures,  and a mitigation  monitoring  and reporting  program.  If the

Project  may  impact  CESA  listed  species,  early  consultation  is encouraged,  because  significant

modification  to the  Project  and mitigation  measures  may  be required  for  an ITP.

CEQA  requires  a Mandatory  Finding  of Significance  if a project  is likely  to substantially  impact

threatened  or endangered  species  (CEQA  §§ 21001  (c), 21083,  & CEQA  Guidelines  §§ 15380,

15064,  15065).  Impacts  must  be avoided  or mitigated  to less-than-significant  levels  unless  the

CEQA  Lead  Agency  makes  and supports  Findings  of Overriding  Consideration  (FOC).  The

CEQA  Lead  Agency's  FOC  does  not  eliminate  the  Project  proponent's  obligation  to comply  with
Fish and  Game  Code  § 2080.

Lake  and  Streambed  Alteration

CDFW  requires  an LSA  Notification,  pursuant  to Fish  and Game  Code  section1600  et. seq.,  for

Project  activities  affecting  lakes  or streams  and associated  riparian  habitat.  Notification  is

required  for  any  activity  that  may  substantially  divert  or obstruct  the  natural  flow;  change  or use

material  from  the  bed,  channel,  or bank  including  associated  riparian  or wetland  resources;  or

deposit  or dispose  of material  where  it may  pass  into  a river,  lake  or stream.  Work  within

ephemeral  streams,  washes,  watercourses  with  a subsurface  flow,  and  floodplains  are subject

to notification  requirements.  CDFW  will consider  the  CEQA  document  for  the Project  and  may

issue  an LSA  Agreement.  CDFW  may  not execute  the  final  LSA  Agreement  (or  ITP)  until  it has
complied  with  CEQA  as a Responsible  Agency.

FILING  FEES

CDFW  anticipates  that  the Project  will have  an impact  on fish  and/or  wildlife,  and  assessment  of

filing  fees  is necessary  (Fish  and Game  Code,  § 711.4;  Pub. Resources  Code,  § 21089).  Fees

are payable  upon  filing  of  the Notice  of Determination  by the  Lead  Agency  and serve  to help
defray  the  cost  of environmental  review  by CDFW.

If you have  any  questions, please  contact Ms. Deborah  Waller,  Environmental  Scientist,  at

(707) 576-2880 or Deborah.Waller@wildlife.ca.qov;  or Ms. Karen Weiss, Senior Environmental
Scientist  (Supervisory),  at Karen.Weiss@wildlife.ca.qov.  a

Sincerely,

Gregg  Erickson

Regional  Manager

Bay  Delta  Region

cc:  StateClearinghouse#2018102042
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