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Section 3.3 
Biological Resources 

This section describes the biological resources in the project area and the potential impacts of the 

San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project (proposed project) on these resources. This section 

discusses the federal, state, and local regulatory framework for biological resources; the existing 

conditions in the project area; and the potential for the proposed project and other build 

alternatives to affect biological resources. Impacts related to the No-Project Alternative are 

discussed in Chapter 5, Alternatives to the Project.  

3.3.1 Existing Conditions 

3.3.1.1 Regulatory Setting 

Federal 

Clean Water Act 

The Clean Water Act (CWA) serves as the primary federal law protecting the quality of the nation’s 

surface waters, including lakes, rivers, and coastal wetlands. The CWA operates on the principle that 

all discharges into the nation’s waters are unlawful unless specifically authorized by a permit; 

permit review is the CWA’s primary regulatory tool. On April 21, 2020, the Navigable Waters 

Protection Rule was published in the Federal Register, providing a new and more restrictive 

definition of wetlands and non-wetland waters that are regulated under the CWA. This new rule 

took effect on June 22, 2020. Aquatic resources (i.e., wetlands, ponds, and streams) are present in 

the project area and may be regulated under CWA Section 404. Aquatic resources that are no longer 

regulated as a result of implementing the Navigable Waters Protection Rule will be regulated by the 

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) based on the recently adopted state wetland 

definitions and procedures (see Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act). The following sections 

provide additional details on specific sections of the CWA. 

Permits for Fill Placement in Waters and Wetlands (Section 404) 

Applicants must obtain a Section 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for all 

discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, including adjacent wetlands, 

before proceeding with a proposed activity. Nationwide permits are preauthorized permits issued to 

cover particular fill activities. Each nationwide permit specifies conditions that must be met for the 

nationwide permit to apply to a project. Compliance with CWA Section 404 requires compliance 

with the National Environmental Policy Act, federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), and National 

Historic Preservation Act. In addition, USACE cannot issue or verify any permit until a water quality 

certification or a waiver of certification has been issued pursuant to CWA Section 401. 

Permits for Stormwater Discharge (Section 402) 

CWA Section 402 regulates construction-related stormwater discharges to surface waters through 

the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program, which is administered by 
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the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. In the project area, the San Francisco Bay Regional Water 

Quality Control Board (RWQCB) is authorized by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to 

oversee the NPDES program. NPDES permits are required for projects that disturb more than 1 acre 

of land. The NPDES permitting process requires the applicant to file a public notice of intent to 

discharge stormwater and to prepare and implement a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, which 

includes the best management practices (BMPs) that would be implemented to prevent soil erosion 

and discharge of other construction-related pollutants that could contaminate nearby water 

resources.  

Water Quality Certification (Section 401) 

All projects that have a federal component and may affect state water quality (including projects 

that require federal agency approval, such as issuance of a Section 404 permit) must also comply 

with CWA Section 401. 

Executive Order 11990: Protection of Wetlands 

Executive Order 11990, signed May 24, 1977, requires federal agencies to prepare wetland 

assessments for proposed actions located in or affecting wetlands. Agencies must avoid undertaking 

new construction in wetlands unless no practicable alternative is available, and the proposed action 

includes all practicable measures to minimize harm to wetlands. 

Executive Order 13112: Prevention and Control of Invasive Species 

Executive Order 13112, signed February 3, 1999, directs all federal agencies to prevent and control 

the introduction of invasive species in a cost‐effective and environmentally sound manner. This 

executive order established the National Invasive Species Council, which is composed of federal 

agencies and departments, and a supporting Invasive Species Advisory Committee composed of 

state, local, and private entities. In 2008, the National Invasive Species Council released an updated 

national invasive species management plan that recommends objectives and measures to implement 

the executive order and prevent the introduction and spread of invasive species (National Invasive 

Species Council 2008). The executive order requires consideration of invasive species in National 

Environmental Policy Act analyses, including their identification and distribution, their potential 

effects, and measures to prevent or eradicate them. 

State 

California Environmental Quality Act 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.) is 

the regulatory framework by which California public agencies identify and mitigate significant 

environmental effects. A project normally has a significant environmental effect on biological 

resources if it substantially affects a rare or endangered species or the habitat of that species; 

substantially interferes with the movement of resident or migratory fish or wildlife; or substantially 

diminishes habitat for fish, wildlife, or plants. The State CEQA Guidelines define rare, threatened, 

and endangered species as those listed under the ESA and California Endangered Species Act (CESA) 

and any other species that meet the criteria of the resource agencies or local agencies (e.g., 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife [CDFW]-designated species of special concern). The 

guidelines state that the lead agency preparing an environmental impact report must consult with 
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and receive written findings from CDFW concerning project effects on species listed as endangered 

or threatened. The effects of a proposed project on these resources are important in determining 

whether the project has significant environmental effects under CEQA. 

Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act 

The California Water Code addresses the full range of water issues in the state and includes Division 

7, known as the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (Porter-Cologne Act) (California Water 

Code Sections 13000–16104). Section 13260 requires “any person discharging waste, or proposing 

to discharge waste, in any region that could affect the waters of the State to file a report of discharge 

(an application for waste discharge requirements)” with the appropriate RWQCB. Under this act, 

each of the nine RWQCBs must prepare and periodically update Water Quality Control Basin Plans. 

Each basin plan sets forth water quality standards for surface water and groundwater, as well as 

actions to control nonpoint and point sources of pollution. Projects that affect waters of the State 

must meet the waste discharge requirements of the RWQCB. Pursuant to CWA Section 401, an 

applicant for a Section 404 permit to conduct any activity that may result in discharge into navigable 

waters must provide a certification from the RWQCB that such discharge will comply with state 

water quality standards. As part of the permitting process under Section 404, the project proponent 

would be required to apply for water quality certification from the San Francisco Bay RWQCB. 

Section 13050 of the Porter-Cologne Act authorizes the SWRCB and the relevant RWQCB to regulate 

biological pollutants. The California Water Code generally regulates more substances contained in 

discharges and defines discharges to receiving waters more broadly than does the CWA. In 2019, the 

SWRCB adopted the State Wetland Definition and Procedures for Discharges of Dredged or Fill 

Material to Waters of the State, which revised and clarified the regulation of state wetlands and 

procedures for permitting impacts on wetlands. The procedures took effect on May 28, 2020 

(SWRCB 2019, 2020). 

California Fish and Game Code 

Section 1600: Streambed Alteration Agreements 

CDFW regulates activities that would interfere with the natural flow—or substantially alter the 

channel, bed, or bank—of a lake, river, or stream. These activities are regulated under California 

Fish and Game Code Sections 1600–1616 and require a streambed alteration agreement if they 

would substantially adversely affect an existing fish or wildlife resource. Requirements to protect 

the integrity of biological resources and water quality are often conditions of streambed alteration 

agreements. CDFW may require avoidance or minimization of vegetation removal, use of standard 

erosion-control measures, limitations on the use of heavy equipment, limitations on work periods to 

avoid impacts on fish and wildlife, and restoration of degraded sites or compensation for permanent 

habitat losses, among other conditions. Aquatic resources (i.e., Irwin Creek and San Rafael Creek) 

are present in the project area and vicinity, and a streambed alteration agreement may be required 

if the proposed project would affect wildlife habitat associated with these resources. 
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Local 

City of San Rafael Tree Ordinance 

The City of San Rafael (City) code, Chapter 11.12, Trees, requires approval for pruning, disturbing, or 

removing any tree along a public street, sidewalk, or walkway within the City. If the tree is removed, 

the stump and roots must also be removed. Trees that will be avoided require placement of guards 

to prevent injury. 

City of San Rafael General Plan 2020 

The following policies for biological resources from The City of San Rafael General Plan 2020 (City of 

San Rafael 2016), Conservation Element, are applicable to the proposed project.  

CON-1. Protection of Environmental Resources. Protect or enhance environmental resources, 
such as ridgelines, wetlands, diked baylands, creeks and drainageways, shorelines and habitat for 
threatened and endangered species. 

CON-6. Creek and Drainageway Setbacks. Require development-free setbacks, except for specific 
access points as approved per policy CON-7 (Public Access to Creeks), from existing creeks and 
drainageways that will maintain the functions and resulting values of these habitats. Appropriate 
erosion control and roadway crossings may encroach into the development setback. In the absence of 
vegetation, promote new growth of natural habitat. 

CON-7. Public Access to Creeks. Provide pedestrian access to points along creeks throughout the 
City where such access will not adversely affect habitat values. 

CON-8. Enhancement of Creeks and Drainageways. Explore enhancement of, and support 
continuous upgrades to, drainageways to serve as wildlife habitat corridors for wildlife movement 
and to serve as flood control facilities to accommodate storm drainage. Require creek enhancement 
and associated riparian habitat restoration/creation for projects adjacent to creeks to maintain 
storm flows, reduce erosion and maintenance and improve habitat values, where feasible. 

CON-9. Native and/or Sensitive Habitats. Protect habitats that are sensitive, rare, declining, unique 
or represent a valuable biological resource. 

CON-10. Impacts to Sensitive Habitats. Minimize impacts to sensitive natural habitats through 
careful planning. Require compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 

CON-11. Wildlife Corridors. Preserve and protect areas that function as wildlife corridors, 
particularly those areas that provide natural connections permitting wildlife movement between 
designated sensitive habitats. 

CON-14. Special Status Species. Preserve and protect special status plants and animals, including 
candidate species for listing under the state and federal endangered species acts, California species of 
special concern, California Native Plant Society List 1B plants, and other species protected under 
provisions of California Fish and Game Code. 

CON-15. Invasive Non-Native Plant Species. Remove and control selected undesirable invasive 
non-native plant species from City-owned open space and road right of ways, and encourage the 
removal and control of these invasive plant species from non-City owned ecologically-sensitive areas. 

CON-16. Landscape with Native Plant Species. Encourage landscaping with native and compatible 
non-native plant species, especially drought-resistant species. 
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Draft San Rafael General Plan 2040 

The City of San Rafael is currently working on the Draft San Rafael General Plan 2040. The following 

policies for biological resources from the Draft San Rafael General Plan 2040 (City of San Rafael 

2020), Conservation and Climate Change Element, relate to the proposed project.   

Policy C-1.6: Creek Protection. Protect and conserve creeks as an important part of San Rafael’s 
identity, natural environment, and green infrastructure. Except for specific access points approved 
per Policy C-1.7 (Public Access to Creeks), development-free setbacks shall be required along 
perennial and intermittent creeks (as shown on Figure 6-2) to help maintain their function and 
habitat value. Appropriate erosion control and habitat restoration measures are encouraged within 
the setbacks, and roadway crossings are permitted. 

Policy C-1.9: Enhancement of Creeks and Drainageways. Conserve or improve the habitat value 
and hydrologic function of creeks and drainageways so they may serve as wildlife corridors and 
green infrastructure to improve stormwater management, reduce flooding, and sequester carbon. 
Require creek enhancement and associated riparian habitat restoration/creation for projects 
adjacent to creeks to reduce erosion, maintain storm flows, improve water quality, and improve 
habitat value where feasible. 

Policy C-1.11: Wildlife Corridors. Preserve and protect areas that function as wildlife corridors, 
particularly those areas that provide connections permitting wildlife movement between larger 
natural areas. 

Policy C-1.13: Special Status Species. Conserve and protect special status plants and animals, 
including those listed by State or federal agencies as threatened and/or endangered, those 
considered to be candidate species for listing by state and federal agencies, and other species that 
have been assigned special status by the California Native Plant Society and the California Fish and 
Game Code. 

Policy C-1.14: Control of Invasive Plants. Remove and control undesirable non-native plant species 
from City-owned open space and road rights-of-way and encourage the removal and control of these 
species from non-City owned ecologically sensitive or fire-prone areas. 

Policy C-1.15: Landscaping with Appropriate Naturalized Plant Species. Encourage landscaping 
with native and compatible non-native plant species that are appropriate for the dry summer climate 
of the Bay Area, with an emphasis on species determined to be drought-resistant. Diversity of plant 
species is a priority for habitat resilience. 

Policy C-1.16: Urban Forestry. Protect, maintain, and expand San Rafael’s tree canopy. Trees create 
shade, reduce energy costs, absorb runoff, support wildlife, create natural beauty, and absorb carbon, 
making them an essential and valued part of the city’s landscape and strategy to address global 
climate change. Tree planting and preservation should be coordinated with programs to reduce fire 
hazards and ensure public safety, resulting in a community that is both green and fire-safe. 

Policy C-1.17: Tree Management. Encourage the preservation of healthy, mature trees when 
development and/or construction is proposed. Site plans should indicate the location of existing 
trees and include measures to protect them where feasible. 

Marin Countywide Plan 

The following policies for biological resources from the Marin Countywide Plan (Marin County 

Community Development Agency 2014) are applicable to the proposed project.  

BIO-1.1. Protect Wetlands, Habitat for Special-Status Species, Sensitive Natural Communities, 
and Important Wildlife Nursery Areas and Movement Corridors. Protect sensitive biological 
resources, wetlands, migratory species of the Pacific flyway, and wildlife movement corridors 
through careful environmental review of proposed development applications, including 
consideration of cumulative impacts, participation in comprehensive habitat management programs 
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with other local and resource agencies, and continued acquisition and management of open space 
lands that provide for permanent protection of important natural habitats. 

BIO-1.5. Promote Use of Native Plant Species. Encourage use of a variety of native or compatible 
nonnative, non-invasive plant species indigenous to the site vicinity as part of project landscaping to 
improve wildlife habitat values. 

BIO-1.6. Control Spread of Invasive Exotic Plants. Prohibit use of invasive species in required 
landscaping as part of the discretionary review of proposed development. Work with landowners, 
landscapers, the Marin County Open Space District, nurseries, and the multi-agency Weed 
Management Area to remove and prevent the spread of highly invasive and noxious weeds. Invasive 
plants are those plants listed in the State’s Noxious Weed List, the California Invasive Plant Council’s 
list of “Exotic Pest Plants of Greatest Ecological Concern in California,” and other priority species 
identified by the agricultural commissioner and California Department of Agriculture. Species of 
particular concern include the following: barbed goatgrass (Aegilops triuncialis), giant reed (Arundo 
donax), Italian thistle (Carduus pycnocephalus), distaff thistle (Carthamus lanatus), purple starthistle 
(Centaurea calcitrapa), yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis), pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana), 
Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius), Cape ivy (Delairea odorata), oblong spurge (Euphorbia oblongata), 
fennel (Foeniculum vulgare), French broom (Genista monspessulana), salt-water cord grass (Spartina 
alternifolia), Spanish broom (Spartium junceum), medusahead (Taeniatherum caput-medusae), gorse 
(Ulex europaeus), and periwinkle (Vinca major), among others.  

BIO-2.1. Include Resource Preservation in Environmental Review. Require environmental 
review pursuant to CEQA of development applications to assess the impact of proposed development 
on native species and habitat diversity, particularly special-status species, sensitive natural 
communities, wetlands, and important wildlife nursery areas and movement corridors. Require 
adequate mitigation measures for ensuring the protection of any sensitive resources and achieving 
“no net loss” of sensitive habitat acreage, values, and function. 

BIO-2.5. Restrict Disturbance in Sensitive Habitat During Nesting Season. Limit construction 
and other sources of potential disturbance in sensitive riparian corridors, wetlands, and baylands to 
protect bird nesting activities. Disturbance should generally be set back from sensitive habitat during 
the nesting season from March 1 through August 1 to protect bird nesting, rearing, and fledging 
activities. Preconstruction surveys should be conducted by a qualified professional where 
development is proposed in sensitive habitat areas during the nesting season, and appropriate 
restrictions should be defined to protect nests in active use and ensure that any young have fledged 
before construction proceeds. 

BIO-2.6. Identify Opportunities for Safe Wildlife Movement. Ensure that existing stream channels 
and riparian corridors continue to provide for wildlife movement at roadway crossings, preferably 
through the use of bridges, or through over-sized culverts, while maintaining or restoring a natural 
channel bottom. Consider the need for wildlife movement in designing and expanding major 
roadways and other barriers in the county. Of particular concern is the possible widening of Highway 
101 north of Novato to the county line, where maintenance of movement opportunities for terrestrial 
wildlife between the undeveloped habitat on Mount Burdell and the marshlands along the Petaluma 
River is critical. 

BIO-2.a. Require Site Assessments. Require site assessment by a qualified professional for 
development applications that may adversely affect sensitive biological or wetland resources, 
including jurisdictional wetlands, occurrences of special-status species, occurrences of sensitive 
natural communities, and important wildlife nursery areas and movement corridors. The assessment 
should determine the presence or absence of any sensitive resources that could be affected by 
development, evaluate the potential impacts, and identify measures for protecting the resource and 
surrounding habitat. Require the assessment to be conducted by a qualified professional paid for by 
the applicant. Unless waived, the qualified professional should be hired directly by Marin County. 

BIO-4.1. Restrict Land Use in Stream Conservation Areas. A Stream Conservation Area (SCA) is 
established to protect the active channel, water quality and flood control functions, and associated 
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fish and wildlife habitat values along streams. Development shall be set back to protect the stream 
and provide an upland buffer, which is important to protect significant resources that may be present 
and provides a transitional protection zone. Best management practices shall be adhered to in all 
designated SCAs. Best management practices are also strongly encouraged in ephemeral streams not 
defined as SCAs. 

Exceptions to full compliance with all SCA criteria and standards may be allowed only if the following 
is true: 

1. A parcel falls entirely within the SCA; or 

2. Development on the parcel entirely outside the SCA either is infeasible or would have greater 
impacts on water quality, wildlife habitat, other sensitive biological resources, or other 
environmental constraints than development within the SCA. 

SCAs consist of the watercourse itself between the tops of the banks and a strip of land extending 
laterally outward from the top of both banks to the widths defined below (see Figure 2-2). The SCA 
encompasses any jurisdictional wetland or unvegetated other waters within the stream channel, 
together with the adjacent uplands, and supersedes setback standards defined for WCAs. Human-
made flood control channels under tidal influence are subject to the Bayland Conservation policies. 

BIO-4.4 Promote Natural Stream Channel Function. Retain and, where possible, restore the 
hydraulic capacity and natural functions of stream channels in SCAs. Discourage alteration of the bed 
or banks of the stream, including filling, grading, excavating, and installation of storm drains and 
culverts. When feasible, replace impervious surfaces with pervious surfaces. Protect and enhance fish 
habitat, including through retention of large woody debris, except in cases where removal is essential 
to protect against property damage or prevent safety hazards. In no case shall alterations that create 
barriers to fish migration be allowed on streams mapped as historically supporting salmonids. 
Alteration of natural channels within SCAs for flood control should be designed and constructed in a 
manner that retains and protects the riparian vegetation, allows for sufficient capacity and natural 
channel migration, and allows for reestablishment of woody trees and shrubs without compromising 
the flood flow capacity where avoidance of existing riparian vegetation is not possible. 

3.3.1.2 Environmental Setting 

The proposed project is within the City of San Rafael in Marin County. The project region is generally 

an urban area near San Rafael Bay. Urban creeks drain to the Bay.  

Although hills surround San Rafael on the north, west, and south sides, the project area is level, with 

elevations ranging from approximately 10 to 12 feet above sea level. The dominant land use in the 

project area is commercial development and the existing transit center in Downtown San Rafael. U.S. 

Highway 101 (US-101) is elevated above the east side of the project area. 

Physical Conditions 

The project area is in a developed area of office, retail, commercial, restaurant, residential, and 

parking uses and is partially beneath an elevated part of US-101. Within the project area, Irwin 

Creek is directly beneath and parallel to the elevated freeway and drains to San Rafael Creek at the 

southern end of the project area, within the Under the Freeway alternative. 

Land Cover Types 

A land cover type is defined as the dominant character of the land surface discernible from aerial 

photographs, as determined by vegetation, water, or human uses. Land cover types are the most 
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widely used units in analyzing ecosystem function, habitat diversity, natural communities, wetlands 

and streams, and covered species habitat.  

The three land cover types within the project area are described below. Ruderal and developed/

landscaped cover types are not considered sensitive natural communities and are not protected by 

regulatory agencies. However, the two perennial streams within the project area are non-wetland 

waters of the United States and waters of the State that would be subject to federal regulation under 

CWA Sections 401 and 404 and to state regulation under the Porter-Cologne Act and California Fish 

and Game Code Section 1602. 

Perennial Stream 

The project area includes approximately 0.5 acre of perennial stream. One perennial stream, Irwin 

Creek, occurs in the project area. Irwin Creek is channelized beneath US-101 and is crossed by two 

bridges in the project area, corresponding to 4th Street and 5th Avenue. At time of a site visit by a 

botanist/wetland ecologist and wildlife biologist in August 2020 (see Section 3.3.2.1, Methodology, 

for details), water in Irwin Creek was intermittently inundated up to approximately 2 feet deep in 

the parts of the low-flow channel. This stream has perennial flow due to the surrounding runoff 

from irrigation of urban landscaping, and storm drains empty into the creek at the 4th Street 

crossing. The creek is approximately 35 feet wide at the ordinary high-water mark. Approximately 

400 feet south of the project area, Irwin Creek flows into San Rafael Creek. The bed of Irwin Creek is 

primarily gravel and sand, but cemented sandbags on the banks at each bridge crossing have been 

placed for erosion control. The creek does not support riparian vegetation in the project area, but 

there were many cut tree stumps on the bank. The creek bed supports patches of herbaceous 

vegetation. Approximately one block upstream of the project area, there are willows and other 

riparian trees along the creek banks.  

At the southern edge of the project area, San Rafael Creek is parallel to 2nd Street and crosses under 

US-101 at the confluence with Irwin Creek. It is approximately 50 feet wide at this point. The creek 

flow was up to the bank edges at the time of the August 2020 survey. Upstream of the project area, 

San Rafael Creek extends through residential neighborhoods in the western part of San Rafael, and it 

drains to San Rafael Bay approximately 1.6 miles downstream of the project area.   

Ruderal 

Ruderal species grow along the fenceline that encloses both sides of Irwin Creek, in pavement 

cracks, and unmaintained landscape areas. 

Developed/Landscaped 

Most of the project area is developed and has landscaping associated with commercial and 

residential properties. Paved park-and-ride lots under US-101 are also included in this land cover 

type. 

Special-Status Species 

Special-status species are plants and animals that are legally protected under the ESA, CESA, or 

other regulations, and species considered sufficiently rare by the scientific community to qualify for 

such listing. For the purposes of this document, special-status species fall into the following 

categories. 
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• Species listed or proposed for listing as threatened or endangered under ESA (50 Code of 

Federal Regulations, Parts 17.11 [listed animals] and 17.12 [listed plants], and various notices in 

the Federal Register [proposed species]) 

• Species that are candidates for possible future listing as threatened or endangered under the 

ESA (84 Federal Register 54732 October 10, 2019) 

• Species listed or proposed for listing by the State of California as threatened or endangered 

under the CESA (14 CCR Section 670.5) 

• Species that meet the definitions of rare or endangered under CEQA (State CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15380) 

• Animals listed as California species of special concern on CDFW’s Special Animals List (CDFW 

2020a) 

• Animals that are fully protected in California under the California Fish and Game Code (Sections 

3511 [birds], 4700 [mammals], and 5050 [reptiles and amphibians]) 

• Bats identified as medium or high priority on the Western Bat Working Group regional priority 

species matrix (Western Bat Working Group 2017) 

• Plants listed as rare under the California Native Plant Protection Act (California Fish and Game 

Code Section 1900 et seq.) 

• Plants considered by CDFW and the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) to be “rare, 

threatened, or endangered in California” (Rare Plant Ranks 1B and 2) (CDFW 2020b; CNPS 

2020) 

• Plants identified by CDFW and CNPS as plants of limited distribution (Rare Plant Rank 3), 

(CDFW 2020b; CNPS 2020), which may be included as special-status species on the basis of local 

significance or recent biological information. Rare Plant Rank 4 species were not evaluated, due 

to the low quality of habitats in the project area. 

Special-Status Plants 

Based on a review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) (2020) species list, the California 

Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) (CDFW 2020b) records search, and CNPS Inventory (CNPS 

2020), 38 special-status plant species were identified as having potential to occur in the project area 

(Appendix D). Due to the level of previous and ongoing disturbance and urban development in the 

project area, none of the species in Appendix D are considered to have potential habitat in the 

project area. Blooming-period surveys for special-status plants have not been conducted in the 

project area but are not considered necessary because of the lack of suitable habitat in the project 

area, and special-status plants are not discussed further. 

Special-Status Animals 

Based on the USFWS (2020) species list, CNDDB (CDFW 2020b) records search, and fish resources 

identified under Section 3.3.2.1, 35 special-status animal species were identified as having potential 

to occur in the project area. Two species, green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas) and short-tailed 

albatross (Phoebastria albatrus), were excluded from consideration because these species only 

inhabit the open sea (and the albatross does not nest on land in the U.S.). Of the 33 special-status 

animal species identified, one species (pallid bat [Antrozous pallidus]) has moderate potential to 
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occur in the project area based on its known range and presence of suitable habitat. The remaining 

32 special-status animals have low to no potential to occur in the project area and are not discussed 

further. All 33 special-status animals that were considered are listed in Appendix D, which identifies 

their regulatory status, distribution, habitat requirements, and a rationale for their potential to 

occur in the project area. Pallid bat is discussed briefly below. 

Pallid Bat and Roosting Colonies of Non-Special-Status Bats 

Pallid bat is a California species of concern and is considered a high-priority species in California by 

the Western Bat Working Group. Pallid bat is found throughout most of California at low to middle 

elevations (6,000 feet) in a variety of habitats including desert, brushy terrain, coniferous forest, and 

non-coniferous woodlands. Daytime roost sites include rock outcrops, mines, caves, hollow trees, 

buildings, and bridges. Night roosts are commonly under bridges but are also in caves and mines 

(Brown and Pierson 1996). Hibernation may occur during late November through March. Pallid bats 

breed from late October through February (Zeiner et al. 1990b:70) and one or two young are born in 

May or June (Brown and Pierson 1996). 

CDFW requires that substantial roost colonies of non-special-status bats (such as Mexican free-

tailed bat [Tadarida brasiliensis]) be protected from disturbance, especially during the breeding and 

hibernation seasons.  

During the field survey, the ICF wildlife biologist examined the US-101 bridge structures and 

buildings within the project area for potential bat roosting habitat and evidence of bat use (i.e., 

guano piles, urine staining). The southbound US-101 bridge structure does not have crevices or 

other spaces on the underside of the bridge that could be used by bats. Open seams on the outside of 

this structure are too exposed and would not provide suitable roosting habitat. The northbound 

bridge structure contains open seams and wood boxes on the underside of the structure that 

provide potential bat roosting habitat. No signs of bat use were observed under or around the 

potential roosting habitat. Only one building in the project area, a dry-cleaning business with a 

barrel tile roof, contained potential bat roosting habitat (bats could roost under the curved tiles). 

The biologist walked around a portion of this building and did not see evidence of bat use, but a 

thorough survey was not conducted. Pallid bat and colonies of non-special-status bats could roost in 

the northbound US-101 bridge structure or dry-cleaning business in the project area. 

Nesting Migratory Birds 

Non-special-status migratory birds could nest in trees, shrubs, and ground vegetation in the project 

area. The breeding season for most birds is generally from February 15 to August 31. The occupied 

nests and eggs of migratory birds are protected by federal and state laws, including the Migratory 

Bird Treaty Act and California Fish and Game Code Sections 3503 and 3503.5. USFWS is responsible 

for overseeing compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and CDFW is responsible for 

overseeing compliance with the California Fish and Game Code and making recommendations on 

nesting bird protection. Migratory birds that are likely to nest in the project area are those that are 

common and highly adapted to human disturbance such as northern mockingbird (Mimus 

polyglottos) and western scrub jay (Aphelocoma californica). 

Invasive Plant Species 

Invasive plant species are species designated as federal noxious weeds by the U. S. Department of 

Agriculture, species listed by the California Department of Food and Agriculture, and invasive plants 



Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District 

 

Biological Resources 
 

 

San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

3.3-11 
August 2021 

ICF 748.17 

 

identified by the California Invasive Plant Council. Invasive plants displace native species, change 

ecosystem processes, alter plant community structure, and reduce wildlife habitat quality. The plant 

species observed table in Appendix D lists the invasive plant species identified by the California 

Department of Food and Agriculture and California Invasive Plant Council that were observed 

during the botanical survey in the project area (California Department of Food and Agriculture 

2021; California Invasive Plant Council 2021). Invasive plant species occur in ruderal and perennial 

stream land cover types in the project area. The infestation of the project area by these species 

generally is limited; they occur primarily as scattered individuals. 

3.3.2 Environmental Impacts 
Four different build alternatives, which are all in Downtown San Rafael within 500 feet of the 

existing transit center, are being evaluated. Impacts for the build alternatives are presented together 

unless they differ substantially among alternatives. 

3.3.2.1 Methodology  

The impact analysis for biological resources was conducted by evaluating the potential effects on 

special-status species and other biological resources that could result from project implementation. 

The proposed locations of transit center facilities under the various alternatives in the project area 

(see Figure 2-2) were evaluated for their potential to affect biological resources during construction 

and operation. Existing information listed below and information collected during the site visit were 

used to determine the presence or potential presence of biological resources in the project area. 

Potential effects on biological resources in the project area were based on the likelihood that 

construction or operation of the proposed project would directly or indirectly affect these resources. 

Construction-related impacts could result in temporary or permanent disturbance of biological 

resources in the project area. In assessing the magnitude of potential impacts, the following 

assumptions were made regarding construction- and operation-related impacts on biological 

resources: 

• Potential construction-related effects include noise and ground disturbance caused by building 

demolition and removal, vegetation removal, grading, and transit center construction. All 

vegetation would be removed in areas that are cleared and graded for transit center facilities. 

Common animals in these areas would be displaced or destroyed during construction.  

• Other than the limited area within and along Irwin Creek, the project area does not contain 

wildlife corridors. The developed nature of the project surroundings currently limits wildlife 

movement through the project and surrounding areas.  

• Because the proposed project is within a highly developed area, indirect impacts on biological 

resources from operation of the transit center are not expected. 

• Trees and other vegetation in the project area may be trimmed or removed. 

• For the Under the Freeway Alternative, construction activities in Irwin Creek would include 

placement of structures to dewater the creekbed during construction, construction of three 

double-box culverts, and placement of rock slope protection in the creek.  
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Review of Existing Information 

The sources below were used to develop lists of special-status plant and animal species and to 

identify other sensitive biological resources (e.g., sensitive natural communities) that could be 

affected by the proposed project.  

• CNPS’s online Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of California records search of the San 

Rafael U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle (CNPS 2020) 

• CNDDB records search of the San Rafael U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle (CDFW 

2020b) 

• Information for Planning and Consultation Resource List (unofficial USFWS list of endangered 

and threatened species that may occur in the project area or be affected by the proposed 

project) (USFWS 2020) 

• Fish Species of Special Concern in California (Moyle et al. 2015), Inland Fishes of California (Moyle 

2002), and the California Fish Website (University of California, Davis 2021) 

Due to the developed nature of the project area, the CNPS inventory and CNDDB records search 

were limited to the San Rafael U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle rather than obtaining an inventory 

from and search of additional quadrangles, as is usual practice. The USFWS, CNDDB, and CNPS lists 

can be found in Appendix E. 

Field Survey 

An ICF botanist/wetland ecologist and wildlife biologist conducted a survey of the project area on 

August 5, 2020. The project area encompassed the footprints of all alternatives as shown on Figure 

2-2. The biologists walked transects throughout the project area and identified land cover types and 

potential habitat for special-status species. The wildlife biologist examined the US-101 bridge 

structures and buildings within the project area, identified potential bat roosting habitat, and looked 

for evidence of bat use (i.e., guano piles, urine staining). The biologists also walked to as close as 

possible to the confluence of Irwin and San Rafael Creeks to determine if there were any barriers 

between Irwin Creek and San Rafael Creek. Lists of plant and animal species observed were 

recorded and representative photographs of the project area were taken. Lists of plants and animals 

observed in the project area are provided in Appendix D. 

3.3.2.2 Thresholds of Significance 

The following State CEQA Guidelines Appendix G thresholds identify significance criteria to be 

considered for determining whether a project could have significant impacts related to biological 

resources.  

Would the proposed project: 

• Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any 

species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or regional plans, 

policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service? 



Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District 

 

Biological Resources 
 

 

San Rafael Transit Center Replacement Project 
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

3.3-13 
August 2021 

ICF 748.17 

 

• Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community 

identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

• Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands (including, but not 

limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological 

interruption, or other means? 

• Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife 

species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 

native wildlife nursery sites? 

• Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree 

preservation policy or ordinance? 

• Conflict with the provisions of an adopted habitat conservation plan, natural community 

conservation plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan? 

3.3.2.3 Impacts 

Have a Substantial Adverse Effect, Either Directly or Through Habitat 
Modifications, on Any Species Identified as a Candidate, Sensitive, or 
Special-Status Species in Local or Regional Plans, Policies, or Regulations, 
or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 

Construction 

Pallid Bat and Roosting Colonies of Non-Special-Status Bats 

Move Whistlestop, Adapt Whistlestop, and 4th Street Gateway Alternatives 

Construction of the Move Whistlestop, Adapt Whistlestop, and 4th Street Gateway Alternatives 

would not result in removal or disturbance of suitable roosting habitat for pallid bat or non-special-

status bats. Therefore, these alternatives would have no impact on pallid bat or colonies of non-

special-status bats.  

Under the Freeway Alternative 

Construction of the Under the Freeway Alternative would result in disturbance of potential bat 

roosting habitat in the northbound US-101 bridge structure when construction activities are 

conducted under and near the bridge. However, the ambient noise level is high due to road noise 

above and adjacent to the bridge and construction noise is unlikely to result in effects on bats that 

may be roosting in the bridge. Construction of the Under the Freeway Alternative would result in the 

removal of one building that provides potential bat roosting habitat. If pallid bats or a colony of non-

special-status bats are using this building for roosting, bats could be injured or killed during 

demolition. Removal of occupied roost habitat would also displace bats, causing them to relocate to 

another roost site and potentially compete with other bats for the roost site. Because pallid bat is 

considered imperiled or is at high risk of imperilment (Western Bat Working Group 2017) and non-

special-status bat colonies are rare, the injury or mortality of pallid bat or a colony of non-special-
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status bats and the removal of roosting habitat would be considered a significant impact. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measures MM-BIO-CNST-1 and MM-BIO-CNST-2 would reduce this 

impact to a less-than-significant level. Therefore, the impact would be less than significant with 

mitigation. 

Operations 

All Build Alternatives 

Operation of the San Rafael Transit Center, under any alternative, is not anticipated to result in 

impacts on any candidate, sensitive, or special-status species. Therefore, operations from any 

alternative would have no impact on pallid bat and roosting colonies of special-status bats. 

Mitigation Measures 

If the Under the Freeway Alternative is selected and constructed, Mitigation Measures MM-BIO-

CNST-1 and MM-BIO-CNST-2 would be implemented to reduce potential impacts on pallid bat and 

roosting colonies of special-status bats.  

MM-BIO-CNST-1: Conduct Environmental Awareness Training for Construction 

Employees  

The project proponent shall retain a qualified biologist to conduct environmental awareness 

training for construction crews before project implementation. The awareness training shall be 

provided to all construction personnel and shall brief them on the need to avoid effects on 

sensitive biological resources (i.e., pallid bat and roosting colonies of bats, Irwin Creek, and 

active nests of migratory birds) in and adjacent to the construction area. The education program 

shall include a brief review of pallid bat (including its legal status, life history, habitat 

requirements, and photographs of the species) and shall identify potential roosting habitats in 

the project area. The training shall also include information on the locations of any active 

migratory bird nests in the project area. The biologist shall describe the protective measures 

that must be adhered to by all construction personnel to reduce or avoid effects on sensitive 

biological resources during project implementation. This includes the steps to be taken if a 

sensitive species or an active migratory bird nest is found within the construction area (i.e., 

notifying the crew foreman, who will call the City’s designated biologist).  

In addition, construction employees shall be educated about the importance of controlling and 

preventing the spread of invasive plant infestations. An environmental awareness handout that 

describes and illustrates sensitive resources to be avoided during project construction and 

identifies all relevant permit conditions shall be provided to each crew member. The crew 

foreman shall be responsible for ensuring that crew members adhere to the guidelines and 

restrictions. Education programs shall be conducted for appropriate new personnel as they are 

brought on the job during the construction period. 

MM-BIO-CNST-2. Conduct Preconstruction Surveys for Bats and Implement Protective 

Measures 

Prior to removal of the dry-cleaning business that provides potential bat roosting habitat, a 

qualified bat biologist and/or a professional bat removal expert shall conduct an initial daytime 

survey to look for bats and evidence of bat use and/or presence. The biologist and/or the 
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professional bat removal expert shall examine both the inside and outside of the building for 

potential roosting habitat, as well as routes of entry to the structure. If all areas of the building 

can be examined and no signs of bat use are present, a follow-up preconstruction survey of the 

interior and exterior of the structure by a qualified biologist shall be conducted within 24 hours 

of demolition. 

If all areas of the building can be examined and bats or signs of bat use are observed, the 

following measures shall be implemented: 

⚫ The qualified bat biologist and/or professional bat removal expert shall exclude bats from 

using the building as a roost site, such as by sealing off entry points. Prior to installing 

exclusion measures, the qualified biologist and/or professional bat removal expert shall re-

survey the structure to ensure that no bats are present.  

⚫ Installation of exclusion devices shall occur before the maternity season and prior to 

hibernation, generally from March 1 to 30 or September 15 to October 30, to preclude bats 

from occupying a roost site during demolition. Exclusionary devices shall only be installed 

by an experienced bat biologist or professional bat removal expert. 

⚫ A preconstruction survey of the interior and exterior of the structure shall be conducted 

within 24 hours of demolition to confirm that no bats are present. 

If all areas of the building cannot be examined or if bats or signs of bat use are present and 

exclusion measures are not or cannot be installed as described above, the following protective 

measures shall be implemented: 

⚫ The qualified biologist shall work with the project proponent and CDFW to develop a plan to 

discourage or exclude bat use prior to demolition. The plan may include installing exclusion 

measures or using light or other means to deter bats from using the structure to roost. 

CDFW may recommend surveys to identify bat species present using night goggles or active 

acoustic monitoring using full-spectrum bat detectors. 

⚫ A preconstruction survey of the interior and exterior of the building shall be conducted 

within 24 hours of demolition. 

⚫ To avoid impacts on maternity colonies or hibernating bats, the structure shall not be 

demolished while bats are present, generally between April 1 and September 15 (maternity 

season) and from October 30 to March 1 (hibernation). 

⚫ Removal of roosting habitat shall only occur only following the maternity season and prior 

to hibernation, generally between September 15 and October 30, unless exclusionary 

devices are first installed. 

CDFW may require compensatory mitigation for the loss of roosting habitat depending on the 

species present and size of the bat roost. Compensation, if required, shall be determined in 

consultation with the CDFW, and may include the construction, installation, and monitoring of 

suitable replacement habitat on site or near the project area.  
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Have a Substantial Adverse Effect on any Riparian Habitat or Other 
Sensitive Natural Community Identified in Local or Regional Plans, Policies, 
Regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

All Build Alternatives 

The project area does not support any riparian habitat. The only sensitive natural community is the 

perennial stream, Irwin Creek. Impacts on this creek are analyzed below. Therefore, there would be 

no impact on riparian habitat or non-creek sensitive natural community related to construction or 

operations. 

Mitigation Measures 

No mitigation is required. 

Have a Substantial Adverse Effect on State or Federally Protected 
Wetlands (Including, but not Limited to, Marsh, Vernal Pool, Coastal, etc.) 
through Direct Removal, Filling, Hydrological Interruption, or Other Means 

State and federally protected wetlands in the State CEQA Guidelines are intended to also include 

non-wetland waters. Therefore, this impact includes the potential effects on Irwin Creek in the 

project area. Irwin Creek is a water of the United States, subject to regulation under CWA Section 

404 and under the jurisdiction of USACE, and is a water of the State subject to regulation under the 

Porter-Cologne Act and under the jurisdiction of the RWQCB. 

Construction 

Move Whistlestop, Adapt Whistlestop, and 4th Street Gateway Alternatives 

San Rafael Creek is outside of the project area. Construction of the proposed project, therefore, 

would have no impact on San Rafael Creek. Construction of the Move Whistlestop, Adapt 

Whistlestop, and 4th Street Gateway Alternatives would have no effect on Irwin Creek, because the 

creek is outside of the project footprints for these alternatives. There would be no impact, and no 

mitigation is required. 

Under the Freeway Alternative 

Implementation of the Under the Freeway Alternative would result in the placement of up to 0.27 

acre of permanent fill in Irwin Creek for construction of double-box culverts with two openings up 

to 12 feet wide at Platforms A, D, and E. Rock slope protection would also be placed in the creek bed. 

A total of up to 0.54 acre of temporary impacts on perennial stream in Irwin Creek would result 

from temporary structures placed below the ordinary high-water mark to dewater and temporarily 

reroute the creek during construction for installation of the box culverts.   

Additional indirect impacts from project construction on water quality, such as increased turbidity 

and chemical runoff, could occur in perennial drainage habitat outside the project area. Water 

quality protection measures to avoid this impact would be required and implementation of 

construction site BMPs specified in the final Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan would be 
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developed for the proposed project, as well as CWA Section 401 permit conditions to minimize 

introduction of construction-related contaminants and mobilization of sediment in Irwin Creek. 

Broadly, these BMPs would address soil stabilization, sediment control, wind erosion control, 

vehicle tracking control, non-stormwater management, and waste management practices. The BMPs 

would be based on the best conventional and best available technology.  

State and federal agencies would require avoidance, minimization, and compensatory mitigation for 

the loss of perennial streams. The loss of perennial streams would be a significant impact because 

perennial streams provide a variety of important ecological functions and values. Implementation of 

Mitigation Measures MM-BIO-CNST-3 through MM-BIO-CNST-5 would ensure that the proposed 

project minimizes effects on perennial streams adjacent to the project construction area and 

compensates for the loss of perennial streams in the project area. Therefore, the impact would be 

less than significant with mitigation. 

Operations 

Operation of the San Rafael Transit Center, under any alternative, would result in no impact on 

Irwin Creek or San Rafael Creek. 

Mitigation Measures 

If the Under the Freeway Alternative is selected and constructed, Mitigation Measures MM-BIO-

CNST-1 (discussed above) and MM-BIO-CNST-3, MM-BIO-CNST-4, and MM-BIO-CNST-5 would be 

implemented to reduce potential impacts on protected wetlands.  

MM-BIO-CNST-3: Install Orange Construction Fencing Between the Construction Area and 

Adjacent Sensitive Biological Resources 

The project proponent or their contractor shall install orange construction fencing between the 

construction area and adjacent sensitive biological resource areas. Sensitive biological resources 

adjacent to the construction area that could be directly affected by the proposed project include 

Irwin Creek upstream and downstream of the construction area, active nests of migratory birds, 

and trees to be retained in the project area. 

Barrier fencing around sensitive biological resource areas shall be installed as one of the first 

orders of work and prior to equipment staging. Before construction begins, the construction 

contractor shall work with the project engineer and a resource specialist to identify the 

locations for the orange construction fencing and shall place stakes around the sensitive 

resource sites to indicate these locations. The protected areas shall be designated as 

environmentally sensitive areas and clearly identified on the construction plans and described 

in the specifications. To minimize the potential for snakes and other ground-dwelling animals to 

be caught in the orange construction fencing, the fencing shall be placed with at least a 1-foot 

gap between the ground and the bottom of the fencing. The exception to this condition is where 

construction barrier fencing overlaps with erosion control fencing and must be secured to 

prevent sediment runoff. Barrier fencing shall be installed before construction activities are 

initiated, maintained throughout the construction period, and removed after completion of 

construction.  
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MM-BIO-CNST-4: Conduct Periodic Biological Monitoring 

The project proponent shall retain a qualified biological monitor for the proposed project who 

shall visit the site periodically and a minimum of once per week during in-water construction 

work to ensure that fencing around environmentally sensitive areas is intact and that activities 

are being conducted in accordance with the agreed-upon project schedule and agency 

conditions of approval. The monitor shall provide the project proponent with a monitoring log 

for each site visit. 

MM-BIO-CNST-5: Compensate for Temporary and Permanent Loss of Perennial Stream 

The project proponent shall compensate for both temporary and permanent loss of perennial 

stream in compliance with the state (Section 401 Water Quality Certification or waste discharge 

requirements, Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement) and federal (Section 404 permit) 

processes for the work that would occur in Irwin Creek. Specifically, the project proponent shall 

compensate for temporary impacts (impacts occurring during construction) on up to 0.54 acre 

of non-wetland waters of the United States in Irwin Creek by restoring the creek bed and bank 

to pre-project contours when construction is complete. Because there is little to no vegetation in 

the creek, no revegetation is necessary. 

The project proponent shall compensate for the permanent fill of up to 0.27 acre of non-wetland 

waters of the United States in Irwin Creek by purchasing mitigation bank credits, which can be 

in the form of preservation and/or creation credits using the following minimum ratios: 

⚫ A minimum of 2:1 (2 acres of mitigation for each acre filled), for a total of up to 0.54 acre, if 

credits are for preservation of habitat; or 

⚫ A minimum of 1:1 (1 acre of mitigation for each acre filled), for a total of up to 0.27 acre if 

credits are for creation of habitat.  

The actual compensation ratios shall be determined through coordination with the San 

Francisco Bay RWQCB and CDFW (Section 401 Water Quality Certification or waste discharge 

requirements, Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement) and USACE (Section 404 permit) as 

part of the permitting process. The project proponent shall provide written evidence to the 

resource agencies that compensation has been established through the purchase of mitigation 

credits. 

Interfere Substantially with the Movement of Any Native Resident or 
Migratory Fish or Wildlife Species or with Established Native Resident or 
Migratory Wildlife Corridors, or Impede the Use of Native Wildlife Nursery 
Sites 

Construction 

Fish and Wildlife Movement 

Move Whistlestop, Adapt Whistlestop, and 4th Street Gateway Alternatives 

Construction of the Move Whistlestop, Adapt Whistlestop, and 4th Street Gateway Alternatives 

would not interfere with fish or wildlife movement because there are no streams or other natural 

areas in the footprints of these project sites that provide corridors for fish or wildlife. Therefore, the 
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Move Whistlestop, Adapt Whistlestop, and 4th Street Gateway Alternatives would have no impact 

on fish or wildlife movement. 

Under the Freeway Alternative 

The only semi-natural corridor through the Under the Freeway Alternative project site is Irwin 

Creek. Large box culverts under the creek road crossings allow fish and wildlife to move relatively 

unimpeded through this corridor. Common fish, birds, and some mammals could utilize the creek 

corridor for movement. Installation of cofferdams or other construction activities in Irwin Creek for 

the new bridges/viaducts for the Under the Freeway Alternative could temporarily interfere with 

movement through this corridor. This impact would be short term and temporary and would only 

affect animals that are common in developed areas. As such, this impact would be less than 

significant and no mitigation is required. 

Native Wildlife Nursery Sites 

All Build Alternatives 

Native wildlife nursery sites in the project area consist of trees, shrubs, and ground vegetation that 

provide nesting habitat for migratory birds. Construction of the Move Whistlestop, Adapt 

Whistlestop, and 4th Street Gateway Alternatives would result in the removal or trimming of 

landscape trees associated with commercial properties. Construction of the Under the Freeway 

Alternative would result in removal or trimming of landscaped trees and shrubs in residential and 

commercial properties and ground vegetation along Irwin Creek. Vegetation removal during the 

nesting season of migratory birds (generally February 15 through August 31) could result in the 

injury or mortality of nesting birds. Because the proposed project is in an area with high human 

disturbance, noise, and activity, construction noise and visual disturbance during the nesting season 

are not anticipated to affect birds nesting in vegetation that is near the project area but would not be 

removed as a result of the proposed project. Removal or destruction of nests or construction 

disturbance during the breeding season could result in the incidental loss of fertile eggs or nestlings 

or otherwise lead to nest abandonment. This impact could be significant if it resulted in the 

reduction of local populations of migratory birds. To ensure that active nests are not disturbed and 

that the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and California Fish and Game Code are not violated, Mitigation 

Measures MM-BIO-CNST-1 and MM-BIO-CNST-6 would be implemented. With implementation of 

these Mitigation Measures, the impact on nesting migratory birds would be less than significant 

with mitigation. 

Operations 

All Build Alternatives 

Operation of the San Rafael Transit Center, under any alternative, would not interfere with any fish 

and wildlife movement or native wildlife nursery sites and therefore would have no impact on fish 

and wildlife movement or native wildlife nursery sites. 

Mitigation Measures 

Under any build alternative that is selected and constructed, Mitigation Measures MM-BIO-CNST-1 

(discussed above) and BIO-CNST-6 would be implemented to reduce potential impacts on nesting 

migratory birds.  
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MM-BIO-CNST-6: Conduct a Preconstruction Survey for Nesting Birds and Implement 

Protective Buffers Around Active Nests 

If work is scheduled to begin during the nesting bird season (February 15 through August 31), a 

qualified biologist shall conduct a preconstruction survey for nesting birds no more than 14 

days before any tree or shrub trimming or removal or clearing of ground vegetation. If 

vegetation trimming, removal, or clearing does not begin within 14 days of the survey, 

vegetation to be affected shall be resurveyed for active nests. If an active nest is found in the 

survey area, the biologist shall determine and establish a no-work buffer around the active nest 

to limit disturbance until the nest is no longer active. The extent of the buffer shall depend on 

the level of noise or construction disturbance, line of sight between the nest and the disturbance, 

ambient levels of noise and other disturbances, and other topographical or artificial barriers. 

Suitable buffer distances may vary between species. The biologist shall periodically monitor the 

nest to determine when the nest is no longer active and the buffer can be removed. Should an 

active bird nest be found in the project area during work activities, work in that area shall cease 

and the biologist shall be contacted to establish an appropriate no-work buffer zone. 

Conflict with Any Local Policies or Ordinances Protecting Biological 
Resources, Such as a Tree Preservation Policy or Ordinance  

All Build Alternatives 

Construction 

Construction of any of the build alternatives would not conflict with any local general plan policies 

protecting biological resources. The City of San Rafael tree ordinance requires total removal of tree 

stumps and roots for removed trees, which would occur under any alternative for any trees in the 

project area. Construction activities for any alternative could potentially damage trees to be retained 

in the project area. This would be a potentially significant impact. Implementation of Mitigation 

Measure MM-BIO-CNST-3 would provide a sufficient safeguard against inadvertent damage 

associated with construction activities and would reduce this potential impact to less-than-

significant levels with mitigation. 

Operations 

Operation of the San Rafael Transit Center, under any alternative, would not conflict with any local 

policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, and there would be no impact. 

Mitigation Measures 

Under any alternative that is selected and constructed, Mitigation Measure MM-BIO-CNST-3 

(discussed above) would be implemented to reduce potential impacts on trees to be retained in the 

project area. 
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Conflict with the Provisions of an Adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, 
Natural Community Conservation Plan, or Other Approved Local, Regional, 
or State Habitat Conservation Plan 

All Build Alternatives 

Construction 

Marin County does not have a habitat conservation plan (HCP) or natural community conservation 

plan (NCCP) and there are no regionwide HCPs or NCCPs that encompass the project area. 

Therefore, construction of any of the alternatives would not conflict with any adopted HCP, NCCP, or 

other approved plan, and there would be no impact. 

Operations 

Marin County does not have an HCP or NCCP and there are no regionwide HCPs or NCCPs that 

encompass the project area. Therefore, operation of San Rafael Transit Center under any alternative 

would not conflict with any adopted HCP, NCCP, or other approved plan, and there would be no 

impact. 

Mitigation Measures 

No mitigation measures are required. 
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